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Good morning friends.  It’s good to be back together again this morning, to worship, to pray, to study God’s Word together, to be in fellowship with one another, and to consider and engage the lives God is calling us to take up and live out.  Because just because God asks us to do something, and just because we tell Him that we want to do it, or that we’re going to do it, doesn’t make it automatically happen, right?

	ILLUSTRATION … GIVING UP SMOKES AND WRECKING THE JEEP …

You’ve no doubt heard the phrase OFF WITH THE OLD AND ON WITH THE NEW.  If this morning’s teaching had a title that would be it, because in EPHESIANS 4:17-32, this is the calling on Paul’s heart that he pours out to us as followers of Jesus Christ.  Beginning in EPHESIANS 4:17, we move past POSITIONAL TRUTH and into TEMPORAL TRUTH.  I talked with you in January, in our introduction to EPHESIANS about the differences between these two kinds of truth.  Here’s a reminder …

· POSITIONAL TRUTH has to do with who we are in Jesus Christ and focuses on our relationship with the Triunity of God.
· TEMPORAL TRUTH has to do with how we live out our faith in the day-to-day circumstances of life and focuses on how God wants to affect, inform, and be alive in our relationships with other people.

EPHESIANS 4:1, and EPHESIANS 4:17 echo one another, as Paul calls us as followers of Jesus Christ to WAKE UP and MAKE UP our minds that we’re going to pattern our thinking and our actions after Jesus instead of after the world, or after those who aren’t yet in relationship with Jesus, or after the craziness of our lives before Christ.

EPHESIANS 4:1, 17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

17 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,

In EPHESIANS 4:1 Paul tells us HOW TO WALK, and in EPHESIANS 4:17 he tells us HOW NOT TO WALK.  Paul is saying that this isn’t just his idea, but that he’s sharing the thoughts, the plans, and the desires of the Lord Jesus Christ with us.  Remember that God primarily sent the Apostle Paul with the message of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, to non-Jews.  And so he didn’t need to challenge them to stop obeying the Jewish Law, like he taught in the letter he wrote to the Christians living in Galatia.  And this is why Paul writes, “stop trying to live life the way you did before you met Jesus Christ … acting out of your old, before-Christ ways of thinking.”

Gang, there needs to be a distinct difference in how you and I as Christians look and act, from how people who are not yet in relationship with God look and act.  But so much of the time you and I as followers of Jesus Christ don’t look all that different from people who aren’t yet following Him.  No wonder the world is confused about our message!  Sin is sin and God hates sin.  v. 17 is a commandment for Christians to stop living according to their flesh, tolerating sin, and wanting it both ways … with one foot in the Kingdom of God and the other foot in the kingdoms of this world.

You know the challenge Paul is exposing and speaking of here … I know you do.  It’s this tendency for Christians to display to the world that we really aren’t all that different from them.  And friends, this is the kind of thinking we have to move past as maturing followers of Jesus because it’s rooted in a misguided effort to gain the world’s respect or approval … and this immature kind of thinking has to be resisted at all costs, because it’s fruit is both UNDESIRABLE and UNACHIEVABLE.  Once we come into a relationship with Christ, we’re different … OFF WITH THE OLD, ON WITH THE NEW.  And the sooner we realize this and live like this, the better.

The word futility in v. 17 means anything inappropriate, perverse, or devoid of truth.  Paul isn’t saying that the minds of people not yet in relationship with Jesus are EMPTY, but that they’re filled with things that lead to nothing.  The Bible teaches us that mankind’s false religions (ACTS 14:15; TITUS 3:9; FIRST PETER 1:18) and our own natural wisdom (FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:20) are futile, because they’re twisted and reject God's Word, God’s will, and God’s ways.

This instruction from Paul follows right on the heels of the teaching I shared with you last Sunday.  Gang, the Word of God never tells us that from the moment we come into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ that we’re going to INSTANTLY EXPERIENCE AN OUTWARD CHANGE.  But THERE IS a process of learning, growing, surrender, change, and transformation Christ-followers must go through in order to come to the place where we can lay aside every sin and walk in a manner worthy of our calling.  Some people have been wrongly taught, or have just wrongly thought that the day after they’re saved they should be able to live out a holy and righteous life in every thought, word, deed, and priority.  But it doesn’t happen that way.

When we’re born again (JOHN 3), God’s Holy Spirit is planted inside of us.  And this seed grows as we study, understand, and live out God’s Word, and as we become people of prayer.  And as this seed grows, the new life of God growing in us will start being manifested in our outward life … in what people see of our character … in what they know about us by our thoughts, our priorities, our words, our deeds, and our responses.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

When we walk in the knowledge we have, God forgives us of the sins we commit in ignorance.  When we commit a sin we know about, we need to come to God in CONFESSION (“God, I’m sorry!”) and in REPENTANCE (“God, with Your help I won’t do that again.”), and God will forgive us, as He has promised that He will in FIRST JOHN 1:9.

Friends, once we come into a relationship with Jesus Christ, He commands us to begin learning a whole new way to live.  And so to become a follower of Jesus Christ and decide that we don’t need to make any changes, is blasphemy of the highest order.  I love how Jesus talks about this in MATTHEW 11:28-30 …

MATTHEW 11:28-30 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

28-30 Come to Me, all of you who are tired and have heavy loads, and I will give you rest.  Accept My teachings and learn from Me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit, and you will find rest for your lives.  The burden that I ask you to accept is easy; the load I give you to carry is light. (emphasis added)

Knowledge brings growth, and as we grow, each day there will be new areas of sin exposed that with God’s help, and with the instruction of His Word, we’ll be able to confront and lay aside.  And like a child growing up, we’ll eventually come to the place where we’re not always be stumbling and falling.  Doesn’t that sound good?  

And as this happens, we’ll come to the place where we’ll read Paul’s instruction to us in verses like EPHESIANS 5:15 … So be very careful how you live.  Do not live unwisely, but wisely … and we’ll be able obey them, as the number of our unknown sins decreases each day, and as we gain more and more knowledge of God’s will and plans for our lives.  EPHESIANS 4:18-19 goes on to describe what the person who hasn’t yet come into a relationship with Jesus Christ is like.  See if it rings some bells about your life before Christ, or perhaps where you’re at right now.

EPHESIANS 4:18-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;
19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.

Friends, our understanding is darkened when we give our minds over to futility.  The cartoon symbol for understanding is a light bulb turning on over someone’s head.  The character doesn’t get it, and then the light bulb goes on, and they get it!  That’s what Paul is talking about here … because when we let our minds focus on the sinful and dishonoring things of this world, the light bulb of God’s wisdom never comes on, and things just get darker and darker and darker, because we never come to a real understanding of the life God wants for us.  We just don't see it.

And this is where the ignorance Paul talks about in v. 18 comes from.  It's not that Muslims or Buddhists are dumb.  Please don’t think that this is what God is saying.  And it's not that atheists aren't intellectually smart.  It is that their pursuit of futility darkens their understanding, which causes them to become full of ignorance.  Interestingly, the Greek word ignorance is agnoyah, which is the root word we get the English word agnostic from, which means to have a lack of knowledge.  An agnostic is someone who believes in God, but doesn’t believe God knows them, loves them, or desires to be in relationship with them … when the truth is exactly the opposite.  And I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON
When our understanding is darkened, we miss the life God has for us. The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy; but Jesus came that we might have abundant life. (JOHN 10:10)  Jesus wants us to experience abundant life with Him, not be excluded from it.  But it has to be on His terms, not ours. 

When we reject God's plans, our hearts grow harder and harder toward God Himself.  In The Old Testament the Egyptian Pharaoh heard God’s plans from Moses, and then rejected them, his heart was hardened.  And the same thing happens to us … because this hardening of our hearts will always be the ROOT and the FRUIT of a life that’s turned away from God and His plans.  Don’t kid yourself, the hearts of Believers can be hardened when they hear the Word of God and don't believe it, or don’t obey it.  Here’s how this is talked about in The New Testament.

MARK 3:5a; 16:14; HEBREWS 3:7b-8a (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

Mark 3:5a After looking around at them with anger, Jesus was grieved at their hardness of heart.
Marl 16:14 Afterward Jesus appeared to the eleven … and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart.
Hebrews 3:7b-8a Today if you hear God’s voice, do not harden your hearts.

I don’t know about you, but I don’t want to do anything that is going to exclude me from the abundant life of God.  Paul tells us in EPHESIANS 4:18 that to make the choice to turn away from Jesus Christ is ignorance.  And frankly, I can’t think of a better way to put it.  Every single one of us here this morning who is in a relationship with Jesus Christ was at this place Paul is talking about at some time in our past … at that place, where, because of the hardness of our hearts and the woundedness of our thinking, we made the choice to turn away from God.  But praise the Lord that many of us have turned back to Him, and invited Him to be the Lord of our lives.

ILLUSTRATION … MY MOMENT OF ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS

EPHESIANS 4:19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 and they, having become callous, have given themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with greediness.

When our hearts are hardened, they become callous, or separated from the ability to feel pain or grief, apathetic.  God created you and me to have feelings … to feel the warmth of love in friendship and marital intimacy, as well as to feel bad about doing sinful things that diminish our fellowship with God.  But when our hearts become hardened and calloused against God, our ability to feel much of anything becomes less and less.  And listen to me … there’s the undeniable fruit of this kind of kind of wounding and separation in our life with God … and when we grow hardened, calloused, and unfeeling, out of a desire to FEEL SOMETHING, FEEL ANYTHING, we will begin to do extreme things to feel.  Just like Paul says here … they will give themselves over to sensuality, practicing every kind of impurity with greediness.

Sensuality is unbridled lust and excess, and it shows up along with a greedy desire to have more and more.  Gang, when we harden our hearts against God, we diminish and extinguish the ability to feel … and then more often than not we to go to excess to try and feel something, anything.  This is why so many people look for satisfaction through drugs, promiscuous sex, food, cutting, extreme sports and even some kinds of reality television - because of our need to feel – and because it takes more and more to make us feel anything.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON

If you find yourself going to more extreme ends just to feel, then it’s time to turn to Jesus Christ.  He’s the only One who will soften your heart, open your eyes, and give you the abundant life you're missing and looking for in sinful, unhealthy, destructive ways.  Come to Celebrate Recovery on Monday night and bring Jesus Christ your hurts, your habits, and your hang-ups.  He won’t turn away from you.  I promise.

The purpose of taking the Word of God into our hearts and minds is to stop imitating this sinful world and start imitating God (cf., EPHESIANS 5:1).  As Believers, we have a power that unbelievers don’t have – because once we come into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ we need to begin looking, talking, and acting like God in this earth.  But this can only start to happen when we begin taking on the mind of Christ.

EPHESIANS 4:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 But you did not learn Christ in this way,
21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,

When we begin to think like Jesus, we can begin acting like Him.  It’s like what the The Old Testament prophet Isaiah wrote in ISAIAH 33:6 … “and the Lord will be the stability of your times, abundance of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge.”

Notice how Paul uses the name Christ in v. 20 and the name Jesus in v. 21.  We have the mind of Christ, and we learn to live like Jesus.  This is a great example of POSITIONAL TRUTH and TEMPORAL TRUTH.  We’re never told in God’s Word to take on the mind of Jesus.  We’re told to take on the mind of Christ.  Jesus is His human name and Christ is His divine name.  Jesus – fully human, and Christ – fully divine.

If we had the mind of Jesus we’d know all the best routes to take from Jerusalem to Galilee and we’d be able to make a great first-century Jewish-style coffee table in our carpentry shop, but we wouldn’t know how to live as Christians.  But when we begin taking on the mind of Christ we begin learning more and more about who we are in Christ and about our rights and privileges as members of the Kingdom of God.  

We know all the truths in EPHESIANS 1-3 because we have the mind of Christ … and then because of that we can actually live like Jesus did when He was on this earth, and follow Paul’s instruction to us in EPHESIANS 4-6.

Like the old sayings, “The proof is in the pudding” and “Actions speak louder than words”, salvation is something that requires evidence … not to EARN IT but to PROVE IT.  New lives produce new fruit.  And a change in the DIRECTIONS OF OUR AFFECTIONS, is confirmation that we’ve truly met Jesus Christ.  This is why Paul is hitting this subject so hard, saying, “You can't live like the Gentiles.  You need to walk worthy of your calling.  If you’re a follower of Jesus Christ, then live like it.

EPHESIANS 4:22-23 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,
23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,

lay aside means “taking something off like a piece of clothing”.  OFF WITH THE OLD AND ON WITH THE NEW.  And God won’t do this for us.  WE have to do it.

Yes, God always gives us the knowledge and understanding that’s the foundation to gain the strength, the insight, and the courage to do this … but we have to take God’s gifts and use them ourselves.  When it comes to walking like Jesus Christ walked in this earth, and, and talking like Jesus Christ talked, and living out the priorities of Jesus Christ, WE DO IT.  And then … v. 23, to keep strong and to not fall back into the sin Paul admonishes us to be renewed in the spirit of our mind.  The word renewed here is the same word Paul uses in ROMANS 12:1-2a when he wrote …

ROMANS 12:1-2a (JB PHILLIPS NT IN MODERN ENGLISH)

1-2a With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him.  Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within … (emphasis added)

The Word of God is the only thing that can change us from the inside out and remold our minds until we come to the place where we seek as greedily after God as we once sought after unrighteousness and worldly things.  I love what 19th Century British pastor, teacher, and author Charles Haddon Spurgeon wrote about this truth …

If you want to know Jesus, you must live with Him.  He must Himself speak to you, and you must abide in Him.  He must be your Chosen Companion of the morning hours.  He must be with you throughout the day and at the close of night.  And as often as you wake during the night, you must say, ‘When I awake, I am still with You my God.’

And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

The major goal in the Christian life is learning to live life with Jesus Christ and inviting Him to grow us up – and the battlefield where this growing up takes place is our minds.  As God’s Word renews our minds, our desires begin changing and moment-by-moment, choice-by-choice, we begin coming into the place where we can actually live the godly lives we desire in our hearts to live.
EPHESIANS 4:24-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.
25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.

God’s Word gives us the insight and power to live the life God is calling us to live.  It’s like what is written in HEBREWS 12:1, “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”  The inward man is strong, and he’s being renewed by God, but WE need to use him to put away sin, laying aside, taking off, and having no more to do with what God calls us to lay aside … and then picking up, and putting on the thoughts, words, deeds, and the priorities God calls us to take on.

EPHESIANS 4:26-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

26 Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger,
27 and do not give the devil an opportunity.

When anger is directed toward people or God, it’s sin.  But when anger is focused against sin, injustice, or Satan, it’s not sin.  In MATTHEW 21:13 Jesus was furious with what the religious people of His day had done with the Temple, turning it as He said, from a house of prayer, into a den of thieves.  And in that passage and in many more we see that Jesus always loved religious people, but He hated religion … He loved sinners, but He hated sin … He loved the demon-possessed, but He hated demons.  Jesus loved you and me so much that He stepped out of heaven and into the world, and died on a cross for the very people … you and me … who spit on Him and betrayed Him.  You can be angry at what a person does and not sin.

	ILLUSTRATION:  FORGIVING A SEXUAL PREDETOR

v. 26 … do not let the sun go down on your anger … Think of the last time you moved from anger to wrath.  It can be so easy to be angry at sin and then, without hardly thinking about it, to then pass judgment on the person involved.  And so Paul’s instruction to us here is so greatly needed – because when this happens, you and I need to ask the Lord to forgive us and get rid of the wrath … stay in an attitude of love toward the person, and keep your anger toward the enemy.  Because like my mom told me, “People aren’t the enemy, they’re victims and tools of the enemy.”
Some people say, “Christians are so judgmental” … didn’t Jesus say, “judge not”?  Yes, He did.  But we all have to make judgments, because without making judgments we’d end up making foolish choices all day long.  But here’s the deal … WE’RE TO JUDGE FOR OBSERVATION AND INFORMATION, NOT FOR CONDEMNATION.

Another time where it can be easy to move from anger into judgment toward a person is when you’re walking with them through their problems.  And Paul’s instruction to us in GALATIANS 6:1 is the wisdom we need in times like this …

GALATIANS 6:1 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)
1 Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly, should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path.  And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. (emphasis added)

The Greek word for opportunity in EPHESIANS 4:27 is topos.  It means ground and is where we get the English word topography.  When we take a piece of property from Satan and then give it back to him, our victories will always be temporary not  permanent … so let’s not do things that give the devil ground in our lives.  

EPHESIANS 4:28 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.

God’s plan for caring for most of us begins with us having a job.  Before God gave Adam a wife, He gave him a job … and so Adam learned the importance of providing before his wife and family were given to him.  Paul is saying here that if you’re not working at a job and providing an income for yourself and for your family you’re stealing.  He said something similar in SECOND THESSALONIANS 3:10-12.  And while Paul’s teaching can be hard to hear and receive, especially in a climate of high unemployment, he’s giving us instruction about our character more than about economic ups and downs.  And in v. 28 I hear Paul offering us an important lesson about the chief purpose of money in our lives as followers of Jesus Christ.

Gang, God blesses us and provides for us, so we can give all that we have and all that we are back to Him – trusting Him to provide for us.  One of the indicators that we’re growing and maturing in our life with God, is when we’re able, with greater and greater freedom, joy, and consistency, live our lives before God and before other people with open hands.  Not striving or grasping to hold onto things … of course, being wise about how we care for the resources God has entrusted us with … but realizing that everything we have, and everything we are, has come to us through the hands of our just and loving God.

EPHESIANS 4:29 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

unwholesome words tear down and deplete, and words of grace and encouragement build up and sustain, both the speaker and the one receiving the words.  Friends, we need to learn to stop and think before we speak.  We’ve spent several months now studying EPHESIANS 1-3 discovering who we are in Christ … being built up and given a foundation from God’s Word that we can then live from … seeing that how the Lord ministers to us through His Word is how He longs to see us minister to one another.

I’ve said it before and I’ll say it again … the key to daily laying aside our old self, is to make sure that our minds are continually being renewed … and that means saturating our minds with godly things, and not just the ungodly things of the world.
PHILIPPIANS 4:8 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

8 … Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable.  Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.

Too many of us force-feed their minds with the trash the world offers.  A lot of what we see on TV and in movies is defiling us … and much of the music we're hearing from the radio and our iPods is corrupting, not edifying our hearts and minds … and the morals we're being programmed with by the world are driving us further away from Jesus Christ, instead of closer to Him.  We've got to stop inviting these things into our minds and instead begin focusing on that’s righteous.  Because when we feed our minds a steady diet of things that are godly, spiritual, and centered on Jesus Christ, our minds begin being renewed.

EPHESIANS 4:30 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.

We grieve the Holy Spirit by the ungodly words we speak … both to other people, and to God.  Puffed-up, religious people often speak words to God that are false and rooted in self.  And God isn’t impressed.  In fact, when these kinds of words come to God in prayer, He’s ticked off, because fleshly energy, especially when done in the name of being religious, is a stench in His nostrils (cf., GALATIANS 5:13-26).  Sin and ungodliness always grieves the Holy Spirit, and Paul writes in FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:19-20, that works or ministry done in the flesh quenches the Holy Spirit.

EPHESIANS 4:31 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 

Again, Paul is speaking these words to all followers of Jesus Christ, and telling us to put off, take off, put away, and get rid of the following ways of thinking, living, and talking …

bitterness	Stuffed down, inner hatred for others.
wrath		Emotional outbursts or display of bitterness.
anger		Bitterness is usually focused toward someone you
don’t like … anger is inner hostility and is something
we can have even toward a friend.
clamor	The outward display of anger, usually involving
physical fighting or hitting.
slander	Putting people down with words, true or untrue …
our sinful motives proceed our sinful words.
malice	Inward, sinful thoughts … often called evil intentions.

Most of these sins Paul identifies can be glossed over with a thin coating of false sincerity and sweetness.  “I’m only telling you about this so you can pray for so and so.”  “Oh really?  Well if you really care about the other person, just pray for them and keep your mouth shut.”  v. 31 tells us WHAT NOT TO DO, and EPHESIANS 4 ends in v. 32 with Paul telling us WHAT WE ARE TO DO …

EPHESIANS 4:32 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

Tenderhearted / eusplagnos is an interesting, beautiful Greek word.  Eu means good and spagnos means bowels or guts.  Good guts might not be the best way to translate this word today, but it was a meaningful sentiment roughly 2,000 years ago when Paul wrote this verse.  Tenderhearted is more than just looking at people with pity.  It’s having a God-given compassion for people that comes from deep inside a mind that’s being renewed.  So Paul isn’t telling us to ask God to help us have a strangulated colon or irritable bowel syndrome, but rather, that it’s God’s desire that we have an intense desire or compassion for others that comes from deep inside.

And when we’re choosing to live this way, from this deep and holy place, one of the bi-products will be a God-given willingness to not let unforgiveness grow in us … and we’ll come to the place where we become willing to forgive others in the same way that Jesus Christ has forgiven us.  How long does it take for God to forgive us?  When we come to Him in confession and repentance, He forgives us instantly.  And you and I, as maturing followers of Jesus Christ, who are incorporating the motto OFF WITH THE OLD AND ON WITH THE NEW into our daily lives, will learn to do the same … because this is how those who are tenderhearted treat people who wrong them.

Gang, when we ask God to forgive us, He will always forgive us, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  And if God is faithful and just to forgive us, you and I should be as faithful to forgive others.  If Jesus Christ can do it, He can help us change so that we can do it too.  Let’s become the people God so desperately and lovingly calls us, and is equipping us to become.

EPHESIANS 4:17-32 (THE MESSAGE)

PASTOR … 17-20 And so I insist — and God backs me up on this — that there be no going along with the crowd, the empty-headed, mindless crowd.  They’ve refused for so long to deal with God that they’ve lost touch not only with God, but with reality itself.  They can’t think straight anymore.  Feeling no pain, they let themselves go in sexual obsession, addicted to every sort of perversion.  But that’s no life for you.  You learned Christ!

MEN … 21-24 My assumption is that you have paid careful attention to God, and been well instructed in the truth precisely as we have it in Jesus.  Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything — and I do mean everything — connected with that old way of life has to go.  It’s rotten through and through.  Get rid of it!  And then take on an entirely new way of life — a God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your conduct as God accurately reproduces His character in you.

WOMEN … 25-27 What this adds up to, then, is this:  No more lies, no more pretense.  Tell your neighbor the truth.  In Christ’s body we’re all connected to each other, after all.  When you lie to others, you end up lying to yourself.  Go ahead and be angry.  You do well to be angry — but don’t use your anger as fuel for revenge.  And don’t stay angry.  Don’t go to bed angry.  Don’t give the Devil that kind of foothold in your life.

PASTOR … 28-31 Did you used to make ends meet by stealing?  Well, no more!  Get an honest job so that you can help others who can’t work.  Watch the way you talk.  Let nothing foul or dirty come out of your mouth.  Say only what helps, each word a gift.  Don’t grieve God.  Don’t break His heart.  His Holy Spirit, moving and breathing in you, is the most intimate part of your life, making you fit for Himself.  Don’t take such a gift for granted.  Make a clean break with all cutting, backbiting, and profane talk.  Be gentle with one another, sensitive.

EVERYONE … 32 Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as God in Christ forgave you. 
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Good morn

ing friends.  It’s good to be back together again this morning, to wor

ship, 

to pray, to study God’s Word together, to be in fellowship with one another, and to 

consider and engage the lives God is calling us to take up and live out.  Because just 

because God asks us to do something, and just because we tell Him that we want 

to 

do it, or that we’re going to do it, doesn’t make it automatically happen, right?

 

 

 

ILLUSTRATION

 

… 

GIVING UP SMOKES

 

AND WRECKING THE JEEP

 

…

 

 

You’ve no doubt heard the phrase 

OFF

 

WITH THE OLD AND 

ON

 

WITH THE NE

W.  

If 

this morning’s teaching had a title t

hat would be it, because in 

EPHESIANS 4:17

-

32

, 

this is the calling on Paul’s heart that he pours out to us as followers of Jesus Christ.  

Beginning in 

EPHESIANS 4:17

, we move past 

POSITIONAL TRUTH

 

and into 

TEMPORAL 

TRUTH

.  I talked with you in January, in 

our introduction to 

EPHESIANS

 

about the 

differences between these two kinds of truth.  Here’s a reminder …

 

 

·

 

POSITIONAL TRUTH

 

has to do 

with 

who we are in Jesus Christ

 

and 

focuses on our relationship with the Triunity of God.

 

·

 

TEMPORAL TRUTH

 

has to do with 

h

ow we live out our faith

 

in the 

day

-

to

-

day circumstances of life

 

and focuses on how God wants to 

affect, inform, and be alive in our relationships with other people.

 

 

EPHESIANS 4:

1

, 

and 

EPHESIANS 4:

17

 

echo one another, as Paul calls us as followers 

of Jesu

s Christ to 

WAKE UP

 

and 

MAKE UP

 

our minds that we’re going to pattern our 

thinking and our actions after Jesus instead of after the world, or after those who 

aren’t yet in relationship with Jesus, or after the craziness of our lives before Christ.

 

 

EPHESIA

NS 4:1, 17

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

1

 

Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a 

manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

 

 

17

 

So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no 

longer just as 

the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,

 

 

In 

EPHESIANS 4:1

 

Paul tells us 

HOW TO WALK

, and in 

EPHESIANS 4:17

 

he tells us 

HOW

 

NOT TO WALK

.  Paul is saying that this isn’t just his idea, but that he’s sharing 

the thoughts, the plans, and the des

ires of the Lord Jesus Christ with us.  Remember 

that God primarily sent the Apostle Paul with the message of Jesus Christ to 

the 

Gentiles

, to non

-

Jews.  And so he didn’t need to challenge them to stop obeying the 

Jewish Law, like he taught in the letter h

e wrote to the Christians living in Galatia.  

And this is why Paul writes, “

stop trying to live life the way you did before you met 

Jesus 

Christ … acting out of 

your 

old

, 

before

-

Christ

 

ways of thinking.

”

 

 

